COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIPON
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2015 AT 8.02PM IN
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE TOWN HALL, RIPON
PRESENT:

Cllr P McHardy – The Right Worshipful The Mayor
Cllr L P A Barnes
Cllr M Chambers
Cllr P Horton
Cllr S Jones
Cllr S Martin
Cllr A I Morgan
Cllr P Pearson
Cllr C E Powell
Cllr M Stanley
Cllr M Waiting
Cllr A Williams
Cllr R Willis

The Clerk
The Mayor’s Chaplain
2 representatives of North Yorkshire County Council’s Library Service
Serjeant at Mace
Member of the press.
3 members of the public.
Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Mayor’s Chaplain said prayers.
95/15

Apologies for absence.
Apologies were received from Councillor Bate due to illness and from Councillor Hawke who
was on holiday.

96/15

Disclosure of an interest in relation to any matter under consideration at this meeting
(financial or otherwise) and consideration of any written requests for dispensation.
There were no declarations of interest.

97/15

Members of the public are invited to question, seek clarification or make representation to
members of the Council on any agenda item as listed below.
Councillor Martin advised of his intention to attend the North Yorkshire Fire & Rescue Service
Authority meeting on 9th December 2015 at which proposals for changes to the service from
Ripon Fire Station will be considered.
Members agreed their support for Councillor Martin to represent the objections of this Council
to the proposed changes, as agreed at the Full Council meeting held on 5th October 2015.

98/15

To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th October 2015
Proposed – Cllr Willis

Seconded – Cllr Morgan

“That the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 5th October 2015 be approved.”
RESOLVED
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99/15

To approve the Minutes of the specially convened Council Meeting held on 12th October 2015
Proposed – Cllr Horton

Seconded – Cllr Powell

“That the Minutes of the specially convened Council Meeting held on 12th October 2015 be
approved.”
RESOLVED
100/15

To receive the following committee meeting minutes for information only:
a.

Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 5th October 2015.

Proposed – Cllr Pearson

Seconded – Cllr Jones

“That the minutes of the said meeting be received.”
RESOLVED
b.

Planning Committee Meeting held on 12th October 2015.

Proposed – Cllr Horton

Seconded – Cllr Powell

“That the minutes of the said meeting be received.”
RESOLVED
c.

Staffing Committee Meeting held on 22nd October 2015.

Proposed – Cllr Barnes

Seconded – Cllr Williams

“That the minutes of the said meeting be received.”
RESOLVED
101/15

Ripon library – delivering the Hybrid Model.
The Council welcomed Julie Blaisdale, North Yorkshire County Council’s Assistant Director
of Library & Community Services, to the meeting and considered a presentation on the
Library Service Reconfiguration and the impact this will have on Ripon library.
It has been agreed that, with effect from April 2017 Ripon library will operate on a ‘hybrid’
model whereby volunteers will work with a greatly reduced number of staff to operate the
library. The opportunities and constraints of this model were discussed in some detail.
Proposed – Cllr Williams

Seconded – Cllr Chambers

“That Ripon City Council expresses its ongoing interest in, and support for, the development
of hybrid library proposals at Ripon library to be implemented from April 2016.”
RESOLVED
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102/15

Ripon Community Interest Company (CIC).
a. Report from City Development Manager.
A report from the City Development Manager was considered, detailing the principles of
the CIC, including proposals for the nomination of first subscribers to the company
(founding members).
Proposed – Cllr Williams

Seconded – Cllr Chambers

“That Members note the proposal for the creation of a Ripon Community Interest
Company and endorse the approach for creating a new public, private, community
partnership for the City.”
RESOLVED
b. City Council nomination for a subscribing member of the Community Interest Company.
It was RESOLVED that Councillor Horton be nominated as a subscribing member of
Ripon CIC.
103/15

Works on Ripon Market Square.
a. Completion of renewal works on Ripon Market Place East.
The Council noted the recent completion of the renewal works on Market Place East.
b. Feedback or comments from members to information a proposed post implementation
debrief of the project.
A number of points were noted for consideration at an Officer level post implementation
meeting. These included dissemination of information, opportunities to improve road
closures and diversions, compensation for affected businesses and length of time taken
to complete works.
c. Correspondence from a member of the public in relation to the pedestrian friendly
environment created following the substantial completion of the works.
A letter welcoming the pedestrian friendly environment in Ripon over the past couple of
weeks was received and noted.
A discussion was held about the pros and cons of this situation. It was noted that there are
currently no proposals for this to become a permanent arrangement.

104/15

Representation at Parish Consultation Meeting with Harrogate Borough Council.
Councillor Stanley advised that he intended to attend this meeting. The Acting Clerk will also
be present. Members had been given the opportunity, prior to this meeting, to table questions
for consideration at the meeting.

105/15

Extension of appointment of the Temporary Proper Officer and Responsible Financial Officer
until 30th April 2016.
Proposed – Cllr Barnes
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“That the temporary appointment of Mrs Iona Taylor as the Council’s Proper Officer and
Responsible Financial Officer be extended until 30th April 2016.”
RESOLVED
106/15

Reports from external organisations.
a. Ripon in Bloom
Proposed – Cllr Williams

Seconded – Cllr Powell

“That the minutes of the Ripon in Bloom meeting held on 8th October 2015 be received
and noted.”
RESOLVED
107/15

Report from Harrogate Borough Councillors.
a.

Swimming Pool in Ripon.
Councillor Chambers reported that solid progress is being made towards the provision of
a swimming pool in Ripon.
Councillor McHardy reported that this had also been discussed at a recent meeting she
had held with the Chief Executive of Harrogate Borough Council, Wallace Sampson.
All Councillors welcomed this news and looked forward to receiving further details in due
course.
Harrogate Borough Council members were urged to promote the creation of a
communications strategy with Ripon residents on this matter.

b. Properties on Allhallowgate.
Councillor Chambers reported that planning permission has been received, and funding
secured, for the refurbishment of Harrogate Borough Council owned properties on
Allhallowgate. It is hoped that works will be completed by 2017.
c. John Langdon.
The recent death of John Langdon, former Vicar at St. Mary Magdalen’s Chapel, was
noted. A memorial service will be held on 27th November 2015 in Ripon Cathedral.
108/15

Report from North Yorkshire County Councillors.
Councillor Horton raised the latest consultation from North Yorkshire County Council on it’s
draft Local Transport Plan (LTP4).
It was agreed that this should be included, for full consideration, on the next Full Council
meeting agenda.

109/15

Mayoral Announcements – for information only.
a. Ginnel Clear Ups.
Councillor McHardy expressed her, and the City Council’s, thanks to everyone involved in
the recent clear up of two ginnels in the city centre.
b. Change to City Council office opening hours.
It was noted that, with immediate effect, the Council’s office will be closed on a Friday. It
will open on all other days between 8am and 12.30pm, then 1.30pm to 4pm.
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c. Coffee morning.
A coffee morning, raising funds for the Mayor’s chosen charities (Dementia Forward and
Scuba Diving for All), will be held in the Town Hall on Saturday morning – 14th November
2015.

The meeting closed at 9.58pm

SIGNED

DATE
THE RIGHT WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR
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